
Stockholm Centre for International Social and Economic Reconstruction  

(SCISER) 

General Policy 



General Policy 

Stockholm Centre for International Social and Economic Reconstruction (SCISER) is a politically and religiously 

independent organisation with the aim of  connecting research and political activism in areas such as 

peace, social and ecological sustainability, as well as civil and political rights. SCISER intends to be a 

forum in which political matters are discussed with the objective of  articulating progressive alternatives 

to the current social order and to promote social change. SCISER’s aim is to fill a void in the political 

debate by bridging research and political activism, and thereby create opportunities for an intellectual 

debate that combines analysis and reform proposals. An intellectual debate of  this kind is conditioned 

by that traditional boundaries between political matters are transgressed, and that different political 

problems are discussed and analysed against the backdrop of  their connection to one another. A debate 

based on the recognition of  that problems related to war, social, economic and environmental decay 

and social inequality and injustice are connected to each other enables a more comprehensive analysis 

that transcends a limited focus on problems and moves towards a discussion on alternatives and 

solutions.  

The current political discourse ought to be broadened and deepened. Writers, philosophers and 

activists from previous generations should be discussed in light of  today’s problems and challenges. 

The lack of  imagination that characterizes the present political debate is not due to a lack of  ideas but 

rather to a lack of  knowledge of  many of  the ideas and proposals that have already been articulated but 

which, for various reasons, have been pushed to the periphery, consciously ignored or even forgotten. 

SCISER wants to connect with the disarmament tradition represented by politicians such as Alva 

Myrdal and Inga Thorsson, with the reconstructivist tradition represented by scholars such as Seymour 

Melman and Paul Goodman, and with the philosophical and activist traditions represented by writers 

such as Hannah Arendt and Barry Commoner. At the intersection of  academia and political activism, 

SCISER intends to work as a force for popular education (folkbildning) by being both a think tank and 

action tank, combining analysis based on research with actions such as study circles, manifestations and 

town hall meetings. 



SCISER’s work is based on anti-racism and feminism and ultimately rests on the conviction that peace 

is possible, that social and ecological sustainability is attainable, and that our civil and political rights 

must be defended, strengthened and improved in all countries worldwide. The gap between policy and 

reality, between words and actions, is all too often so great that efforts to reform and improve society 

are reduced to slogans without impact.  There is either a lack of  visions or a lack of  proposals on how 

the visions can be realized, which leaves the political climate in a state of  idleness and hopelessness. 

Through economic reconstruction, a peaceful, sustainable and just society can be achieved by 

transforming institutions through economic conversion of  defence firms, green conversion of  

unsustainable industries, and spatial alignment for sustainable cities tied to urban density, garden cities, 

mass transportation and alternative energy. Through political reconstruction, disarmament, alternative 

budget priorities, human security and a foreign policy based on diplomacy as well as economic and 

political exchanges can diminish or even eliminate the militarist cycle of  violence. Through social 

reconstruction, such objectives can be achieved with political, economic and cultural innovations that 

democratize economic, media and political power. These innovations are tied to cooperatives, 

interactive media platforms, and democratic assemblies supported by critical knowledge and 

reconstructive research. Reconstruction thus means that visions of  how society can change and 

improve are connected to concrete reforms.  


